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Abstract
This thesis aims to reclaim the fragmented habitats
of wildlife and natural environments under the current
human-dominating world. Through a series of
landscape interventions, an ecological wildlife
corridor will be proposed to not only help wildlife
migrate without being impacted by the constructed
infrastructure but also arouse humans to rethink and
revalue the relationship between humans and wildlife.
The researches focus on the infrastructure’s negative
impacts on wildlife, Interstate 95, and coyotes in
specific in Rhode Island and ecological approaches
that could potentially remedy this issue. Human
infrastructure, like highway systems, has caused
great fragmentation in the original wildlife habitat and
poses threats to wildlife that cross it during migration
as well. This thesis utilizes the Moshassuck River
that runs through culverts underneath the I-95 as a
primary passage and integrates existing isolated
green patches to expand the ecological corridor. This
study aims to discover creative approaches that
could form ecological corridors and potentially apply
to other urban areas that have similar issues.
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Introduction

Introduction
There has always been a conflict between the
preservation of the natural environment and human
development. As environmental issues are being
debated more than ever today, it is crucial to rethink
and redefine the relationships between man and
nature, human development (industrialization,
urbanization, globalization….), and natural resources’
preservation through the lens of different values that
each society needs to form.
In the natural environment, wildlife is an essential and
non-neglectable part of the natural system. Wildlife
provides biodiversity to our natural environment and
functions as one crucial part of the ecosystem which
also provides resources for us humans, however, the
relationship between wildlife and humans is in a

of habitat for insects and small animals. In the larger

stage that it is harmful to both sides.

context (cities, states, etc.), the construction of
infrastructures such as highways and interstates as

More cases of wildlife entering the urban

well as the expansion of farmland for agricultural use

environment which pose potential threats to

are the main reasons why the natural habitats were

communities have been reported as their original

fragmented.

habitats have been diminished by human
encroachment. At the same time, wildlife needs to

In the local context (like communities,

find new habitats to thrive while urban environments

neighborhoods, etc.), the reduction of lawn areas for

provide potential food resources including trash and

the expansion of the traffic in the city causes the loss

small mammals for species like coyotes. Many

of habitat for insects and small animals. In the larger

wildlife starts to migrate from fragmented habitats to

context (cities, states, etc.), the construction of

the urban areas back and forth at the risk of being hit

infrastructures such as highways and interstates as

by running vehicles. The relationship between

well as the expansion of farmland for agricultural use

humans and wildlife is exacerbated in this vicious

are the main reasons why the natural habitats were

circle.

fragmented.

As the development of human civilization is taking

In the thesis, I aim to reclaim the fragmented habitats

place at a rapid pace, the lands that once were the

of wildlife and natural environments through a series

habitats for wildlife have been taken over in various

of landscape intervention on a regional scale.

ways. In the local context (like communities,

Ecological principles and design proposals will be

neighborhoods, etc.), the reduction of lawn areas for

made for the purpose of addressing wildlife’s role in

the expansion of the traffic in the city causes the loss

the current human-dominating world.
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Habitat on the Edges: Making Room for Wildlife in an
Urbanized World
As urbanization is taking place rapidly, species are losing vital
habitats for their survival.
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CHAPTER ONE:
CONFLICTS BETWEEN
HUMAN AND WILDLIFE
IN NEW ENGLAND

SILVER LININGS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AFTER THE
PANDEMIC
The expansion of the city is gradually taking up areas that once
were habitats for species that have been thrived on this land for
the past hundreds of years.
12
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in New England

1.1 HISTORICAL TIMELINE OF
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND WILDLIFE
There has always been a conflict between the preservation of the
natural environment and human development. As environmental
issues are being debated more than ever nowadays, it is crucial to
rethink and redefine the relationships between man and nature,
human development (industrialization, urbanization,
globalization….), and natural resources’ preservation through the
lens of different values that each society needs to form.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in New England

1.2 FAUNA IN THE NEW ENGLAND REGION
The New England region, located in the northeastern United
States, has six states (Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine). This region covers 186,458
km2 with topography ranging from coastal plains to mountain
peaks. The climate varies by season and various species thrive
here. Among the mammals in New England, 7 orders, 17 families,
40 genera, and 60 species are represented. The forest in New
England provides a diversity of habitats that supports a wide range
of wildlife communities, including amphibians, reptiles, mammals,
and birds.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in New England

1.2 FAUNA IN NEW ENGLAND REGION
Even though multiple acts have been passed to protect the
endangered and threatened species, the rapid expansion of the
major cities over the years has impacted the species negatively.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in New England

“Roads and traffic already
kill a massive amount of
wildlife, which can lead to
the loss of local populations,
including species that live in
low densities or reproduce
slowly.
This can have cascading
effects — interrupting
mutually beneficial
relationships or rupturing
food webs — that can lead
to the loss of other species.”
- Jochen Jaeger, Fernanda Zimmermann Teixeira, and Ariel
Spanowicz

1.3 ISSUES FAUNA IN NEW ENGLAND ARE FACING
There are various issues that wildlife is facing, including loss of
habitation due to human urbanization, habitat fragmentation
caused by the infrastructures and traffic, and road mortality.
Among all the issues, I choose road mortality as a starting point
to reveal bigger issues caused by the human impact.
20

Road mortality of grouse
Many species could be spotted dead along the highway.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in New England

1.3 ROAD MORTALITY
Road mortality is fairly common and could be spotted easily on
the highway. In some cases, road mortality has been identified as
an important threat affecting endangered species. Despite the
great damages that road mortality did to wildlife, people are
insensitive to this issue and barely practice any approaches to
prevent such tragedies.
So what does road mortality represent or means? Wildlife
mortality along roadways represents that there are many
locations and spots where roads including highways and
interstate interfere with landscape connectivity for wildlife. Those
locations not only post threats to the safety of wildlife, but also to
the safety of drivers during the wildlife-vehicle collisions.
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Road mortality of deer
More wildlife-vehicle collision happens during mating season.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in New England

1.3 ROAD MORTALITY
Road mortality is fairly common and could be spot easily on the
highway. In some cases road mortality has been identified as an
important threat affecting endangered species. Despite the great
damages that road mortality did to the wildlife, people are
insensitive to this issue and barely practice any approaches to
prevent such tragedies.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in New England

1.4 INFRASTRUCTURE STUDY - INTERSTATE 95
After research conducted on wildlife in the New England area, the
study of infrastructure, specifically interstate 95 will unveil the
close relationship between humans and wildlife. The highway
system is very crucial in the country, and it relates closely to the
urbanization and development of the cities. By studying the
infrastructure, I try to figure out what is the connection between
urbanization and the development of highways, and in the end,
relate it back to the wildlife.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in New England

1.4 INFRASTRUCTURE STUDY - INTERSTATE 95
Interstate 95, the country’s most used highway, runs as one
continuous road between Miami and Maine by 2018 which turns it
into an unbroken river of concrete more than 1,900 miles long.
I-95 is an American marvel. It’s the longest north-south highway in
the United States and the country’s most-used highway in terms
of vehicle miles traveled, according to the Department of
Transportation.
It’s efficient, serving about 10 percent of America’s land area but
almost 40 percent of its population, or roughly 110 million people.
28
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in New England

1.5 HABITAT FRAGMENTATION AND USE OF WILDLIFE
CORRIDORS
The construction and development of the highway system have
impacted the natural environment and wildlife habitats greatly over
the past decades. The original intact habitats are now fragmented
by traffic. In regards to this serious issue, a wildlife corridor is an
ecological and sustainable approach that might potentially bridge
the gap between wildlife and humans.
Wildlife corridors are a traditional and effective approach that help
wildlife and the natural environment reclaim their habitats facing
the current fragmented situation. The corridor provides wildlife
relatively safe access to adjacent resources and serves as travel
ways for species dispersal and migration in our increasingly
fragmented landscape. Besides, the wildlife corridor has many
other benefits environmentally, socially, and economically.
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CHAPTER TWO:
CONFLICTS BETWEEN
HUMAN AND WILDLIFE
IN RHODE ISLAND
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Coyotes are among the wildlife in Providence’s North Burial Ground
Photo credit: Greg Gerritt
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

PHASE TWO OVERVIEW
In this phase, I am interested in the issue of road mortality and
am intrigued to figure out the impact that traffic including
interstate, highways, and primary roads have on the whole
wildlife community in Rhode Island specifically. Ocean State is
considered high risk for animal collisions, with a 1 in 84 chance
of colliding with an animal on the road. According to data from
State Farm’s insurance records, more than 1.96 million animal
collisions took place from 2019 to 2020, involving large wild
animals, pets, and farm animals.
In this phase, I focus on large mammals, coyotes specifically, to
further understand the issues that they are confronting and
propose solutions to help remedy the issue. Besides these two
animals, I will also take smaller mammals including New England
cottontail, Gray squirrel, and raccoon that often use urban
environments as their habitats into consideration.
34

A coyote walks across a Newport lawn.
Photo credit: Newport Daily News
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

2.1 EXISTING HABITAT IN RHODE ISLAND - CORE
HABITAT
Forests in the New England region are fragmented by traffic
including interstate, highways, and US routes, at a total of
732,000 miles of permanent roads. 43% of the forest occurs in
blocks less than 5,000 acres that are encircled by traffic, causing
almost 60% loss of local connectivity. This mapping illustrates
the fragmentation of core habitats by major roads and
urbanization. (Rhode Island Wildlife Action Plan Chapter 2,
Rhode Island’s Fish and Wildlife Habitat)
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

2.1 EXISTING HABITAT IN RHODE ISLAND CONSERVATION AND NATURAL HERITAGE AREAS
A total area of 15,502 acres of land was conserved as open
space, for recreation, and agricultural use during a 10 year period
from 2002 to 2012. Natural Heritage Areas are also crucial
habitat areas for a range of rare species and important natural
communities. These places offer potential best locations to
maintain natural corridors between the identified natural core
habitats. (Rhode Island Wildlife Action Plan Chapter3&4, Rhode
Island’s Fish and Wildlife Habitat)
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

2.1 EXISTING HABITAT IN RHODE ISLAND ECOLOGICAL CORRIDOR AND HABITAT IN RHODE ISLAND
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

2.2 WILDLIFE IN RHODE ISLAND COYOTE AND WHITE-TAILED DEER IN NEW ENGLAND
Both coyote and white-tailed deer have been suffering from the
issue of road mortality the most as they constantly move to
migrate or search for suitable habitat in the New England region.
According to the mortality data from the Massachusetts
Department of Transportation in 2018, coyote and white-tailed
deer accounted for 3.8% and 40% of the total road mortality
respectively in five years.
By analyzing the existing habitats and their moving patterns,
while integrating the presence of road networks, Interstate 95 in
specific, I aim to understand the relationship between wildlife
movement and interstate. Besides, I also utilize data to speculate
the potential habitats for both species, thus estimating the
potential routes that species might use for migration. By spotting
where the conflicts would take place, I have better opportunities
to propose an ecological approach to mitigate the existing issue.
42
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

2.2 WILDLIFE IN RHODE ISLAND - COYOTE (Canis
latrans)
The mapping here indicates the tracks of coyotes which is the
visualization of Coyote Sightings Reports submitted to The
Conservation Agency’s Narragansett Bay Coyote Study. This
mapping is generated from the data that have been collected
since 2005 and specifically focuses on the two Narragansett Bay
islands in Rhode Island.
Coyote is mostly nocturnal but may also be active during the
early morning and sunset. It will be active during daylight hours
searching for food in areas with little or no human activities.
Coyote is a highly adaptive species and they are able to thrive in
a variety of habitats of natural and human-developed
environments including the edge of second-growth forests, open
brushy fields, agricultural land, and forest openings. It is also a
generalist predator and it consumes mammals such as hares,
deer, birds, fruits, and berries.
44
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

2.2 WILDLIFE IN RHODE ISLAND - WHITE-TAILED DEER
(Odocoileus virginianus)
This mapping illustrates the density of white-tailed deer and the
data is obtained from state wildlife agencies and Quality Deer
Management Association (QDMA). This map specifically depicts
the deer density across the Eastern United States. This mapping
provides a clear pattern of the deer density, thus guiding me to
understand the potential location of their habitats and
movements among places along with other detailed mappings
that focus on other environmental features. As white-tailed deer
is the prey of coyotes, this mapping is also helpful in speculating
the movement of coyotes.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

2.2 WILDLIFE IN RHODE ISLAND - SMALLER MAMMALS
Bsides larger mammals such as Whitie-tailed deer and coyote,
Rhode Island’s urban environment such as Providence and
Pawtucket is home and habitat to a wide variety of species
including New England Cottontail, Virginia Opossum, Gray
squirrel, and raccoon. Many of these species are common near
stone walls, fencing, city parks, and human habitation where they
are attracted to food and garbage.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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2.3 I-95 AND WILDLIFE HABITAT - URBAN CONDITION
(PROVIDENCE & PAWTUCKET)
The first condition that I focus on is the urban condition and I
choose Providence and Pawtucket to further analyze. Providence
and Pawtucket both have relatively high populations, especially
for Providence that has the most population (179,494) among all
the cities in Rhode Island. In this urban environment, previous
habitats were fragmented by infrastructures such as Interstates,
train tracks, and primary roads like Main Street. Several potential
habitats are parks and cemeteries which have been blocked by
neighborhoods as well as traffic.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

Providence & Pawtucket
Urban Transect Overview
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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2.3 I-95 AND WILDLIFE HABITAT - SUBURBAN
CONDITION (WARWICK)
After analyzing the urban condition, I chose the city of Warwick
which is considered to have a suburban community. Compared
to the previous urban condition in which the urban environment
occupies the majority of the area, Warwick has less urbanized
area and potential habitats have increased greatly. Especially on
the south-west city boundaries, wetland, natural forest, and
farmland have occupied almost the whole space.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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2.3 I-95 AND WILDLIFE HABITAT - RURAL CONDITION
(RICHMOND)
Last but not least, I chose Richmond to understand the I-95’s
impact on habitats in rural areas. Richmond is a rural community
that has around 7 thousand population and is mostly forested
and landlocked. The majority of the population resides along
both sides of the road that connects the interchange of I-95 and
I-95 is the only major road that runs through the city.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

2.6 TYPOLOGY OF EXISTING CONDITION AND STRATEGY

Typology of Habitat | Urban
Typology A1: Neighborhood plantings.

Typology A2: Neighborhood plantings and adjacent stream.
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Typology A3-1: Urban open space such as cemetery.

Typology A3-2: Urban open space such as parks.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

2.6 TYPOLOGY OF EXISTING CONDITION AND STRATEGY

Typology of Habitat | Suburban
Typology B1: Neighborhood plantings and farmland/forest.

Typology B2: Neighborhood plantings, farmland/forest, and water body.
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Typology of Habitat | Rural
Typology C1: Forest Land.

Typology C2: Residencce inside forested land.

Typology C3: Forested land and water body.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

Typology of I-95
Typology A: Concrete median strip (4ft) that separate I-95.

Typology B: I-95 as overepass bridge that runs through neighborhood.

Typology C: I-95 as a sunkened space.
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Typology of Habitat | Rural
Typology D1: Plain median strip with few plantings that separate I-95.

Typology D2: Median strip with abunndant plantings that separate I-95.

Typology D3: Median strip with abunndant plantings that encircled by fencings.
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Conflicts between Human and Wildlife in Rhode Island

Typology of I-95 | Strategy
Typology A: Break the concrete median strip into discontinued pieces.

Typology B: Form green corridor parallel to I-95.

Typology C: Form green corridor parallel to I-95 and break the concrete median strip.
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Typology of Habitat | Rural
Typology D1: Add plantings on the plain green median strip.

Typology D2: Increase area of median strip and reduce the size of I-95.

Typology D3: Break fencings and allow widlife movement.
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CHAPTER THREE:
ECO-CORRIDOR
IN RHODE ISLAND
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.1 SITE ANALYSIS - CULVERT CONDITION AND SOIL PROFILE
Many issues including bank erosion, floating trash and fallen trees as debris, as
well as scouring on culverts were spotted along the Moshassuck River. The soil in
the site is mainly Ur (Urban land) and Ru (Rumney fine sandy loam).
Analyzing the current bank condition and soil profile along the Moshassuck River
is crucial for understanding and solving issues and future design.
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.1 SITE ANALYSIS - URBAN RUNOFF AND WATER FLOW
As the Moshassuck River locates in a lower elevation which collects rainwater, as
well as urban runoff from both west and east of the city, flooding issues and
certain prevention approaches, need to be considered.
The majority of the Moshassuck River is categorized in Zone AE which means it
has a 1% annual chance of flooding and a 26% chance of flooding over 30 years.
By analyzing the current water flow and potential flooding zone, I aim to integrate
more topographic and ecological designs that would solve these potential issues
on the site.
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.1 SITE ANALYSIS - CURRENT LINKAGE
Two relatively dense tracks of coyotes were spotted in communities on both
sides of the I-95 and Amtrak. Some of the current traffic on ground level which is
considered as trails for coyote movement are indicated on the mapping.
As all the current linkage runs perpendicular to the existing traffics including I-95
and Amtrak that have large volume, wildlife-vehicle collision and road mortality
will likely increase and drivers’ lives are also at stake.
As a result, a wildlife passage that runs parallel with the current traffic is
advocated to prevent the collision between wildlife and traffic.
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.1 SITE ANALYSIS - LAND USE
The Moshassuck River is surrounded by a large volume of traffic including I-95
and Amtrak on the west side and industrial and commercial zone on the east
side. Traffic poses dangers to wildlife that migrates during mating season while
the industrial zone impacts the ecology and natural environment negatively.
Factories and stores are functioning like barriers that keep adjacent communities
from coming to the river. As some of the factories and buildings are abandoned
and underutilized, they could be removed and the original spaces could be
designed into a series of ecological habitats that connect with the Moshassuck
River.
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.2 EXISITNG TRANSECT - MOSHASSUCK RIVER TRANSECT
Transect A: North Culvert Entrance/Exit (East of I-95)
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.2 EXISITNG TRANSECT - MOSHASSUCK RIVER TRANSECT
Transect B: Moshassuck River and Sewage Discharge
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.2 EXISITNG TRANSECT - MOSHASSUCK RIVER TRANSECT
Transect C: Moshassuck River between Waste Disposal and Commercial Zone
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.2 EXISITNG TRANSECT - MOSHASSUCK RIVER TRANSECT
Transect D: Smithfield Ave over Moshassuck River
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.3 SITE DESIGN - DESIGN FRAMEWORK
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.3 SITE DESIGN - AXON DIAGRAM
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.3 SITE DESIGN - DESIGN SECTION
Transect A: Wetland and Central Lawn
A previously decayed wetland near the entry point of the culvert on the east side of
the I-95 will be transformed into a wetland habitat for amphibians by branching out
a widened river body that guarantees a dynamic water flow.
Besides, the area that leads to the culvert entry point is widened and designed into
habitats for smaller mammals that preyed by coyotes. As a result, the coyote will
likely be attracted and use the culvert to migrate.
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.3 SITE DESIGN - DESIGN SECTION
Transect B: Collecting Pond for Urban Runoff
The branched-out sewage discharge outfall is replaced by a series of small
collecting ponds that lie on the uphill of Moshassuck River. They function as a first
filtering and cleansing perimeter strip before the urban runoff and rainwater meet
the main river body.
The main Moshassuck River in this area widened accordingly and it allows a more
diverse and abundant aquatic species to thrive in the river.
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.3 SITE DESIGN - DESIGN SECTION
Transect C: Coyote Shelter
A variety of planting species that will improve the soil condition as well as bank
erosion is proposed in this area as it has been suffered from the pollution of the
waste disposal.
On the east side of the river, a vegetated area is proposed to replace the previous
impermeable surface of the parking lot and stores. The plantings will help absorb
rainwater and to improve the soil over time.
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.3 SITE DESIGN - DESIGN SECTION
Transect D: Culvert under Smithfield Ave
Proposed plantings will be planted along the Moshassuck River and this pattern of
plantings will give coyotes a sense of direction which will lead them into the
corridor.
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.3 SITE DESIGN - SITE PLAN
Transect A Site Plan
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3.3 SITE DESIGN - SITE PLAN
Transect B Site Plan
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.3 SITE DESIGN - SITE PLAN
Transect C Site Plan
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3.3 SITE DESIGN - SITE PLAN
Transect D Site Plan
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Eco-corridor in Rhode Island

3.3 SITE DESIGN - PlANTING DIAGRAM AND MOVEMENT TIME
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Conclusion and Reflection

Conclusion and Reflection
As humans, we have been neglecting the fact that almost every
construction of the infrastructures and development we made
throughout history that benefits the overall mankind has caused
the displacement of wildlife habitat and these constructions of
infrastructures have cut off the original wildlife corridors that
animals need to cross through territories. Road mortality is only
one of the most noticeable issues that clearly shows the impact
on the wildlife from the existing infrastructure and in this case
ironically, it poses threats to humans as well.
There are a number of designs and approaches that have been
practiced all over the world regarding the issue of vehicle-wildlife
collision, however, it seems like many of them are stagnant in a
stage where it became theoretical and have failed to solve the
issue. Constructed structures such as overpass bridges and
fences are favored in many cases as they eliminate the direct
contact between wildlife that needs to migrate and running cars
on the highway, thus reducing the chance of vehicle-wildlife
collision. Such constructed ecological corridors have not been
able to function well due to the fact that wildlife intends to move
rather elusively and hard to be manipulated to use the overpass
corridor. Besides that, a costly 50 feet width corridor is such a
negligible portion compared to the continued concrete that runs
thousands of miles.
Under these circumstances, I aim to minimize the use of
human-constructed elements for the ecological corridor for
wildlife and start to rethink and reconstruct the relationship
between man-made environment and natural habitat. In this
case, instead of abandoning the mad-made elements, I transform
the underutilized and isolated green patches including ball parks
and cemeteries into a corridor that not only connects the
fragmented patches but also leads wildlife to a bigger and
124

undisturbed natural habitat.
There are way too many abandoned and poorly maintained
natural environments that have great potential to be improved
and transformed into ecological corridors for wildlife. In my
design, the Moshassuck River which has been ignored by the
community for many decades will function as the main wildlife
passage. River systems exist in every urbanized area as they
sometimes function as the discharging area of urban runoff.
Rivers and streams always connect to a variety of natural
systems and eventually converge to the bay and ocean. It is
almost like another “highway” as it meanders and penetrates
through cities in the country. In order to collect and discharge the
rainwater and urban runoff, humans also constructed culverts as
a companion. Since some of the culverts run underground and
directly beneath the highway, it automatically became corridors
for wildlife in many circumstances. Many of the existing rivers, as
well as the culverts, are in such bad conditions that neither
wildlife nor humans would consider them as useful. Soil and
banks are heavily polluted while trees have fallen into the river
that causes a stagnant river flow. I believe that there are way too
many opportunities wasted and each one of them could play an
important role in remediating the overall ecology and natural
environment.
Besides the importance of rivers that have the potential of
functioning as an extensive ecological corridor for wildlife, some
of the urban green spaces and lands also matter in the
reclamation of wildlife habitat. In my design, the cemeteries that
are located on both sides of the I-95 provide great opportunities
for the design of habitat which lays the foundation for an
ecological corridor. Besides cemeteries, there are many other
kinds of urban green spaces including ballparks, vacant green

lawns, which are often visited by wildlife such as coyotes and
wild turkeys. Those lands are visited by humans and at the same
time are being considered as a potential habitat for wildlife that is
wandering around the city. It is crucial to utilize all the existing
spaces and find ways to accommodate wildlife in order to
prevent wildlife such as coyotes from going into neighborhoods
and harming people. If a small portion of each space will be
improved and redeveloped into a habitat suitable for wildlife,
each space will become a stepping stone that will eventually
form a more impactful ecological corridor and ecosystem.
The completion of the wildlife corridor not only benefits the fauna
in this region which could migrate freely and thrive in the urban
environment, but also contribute to the overall benefit of the
communities. As wildlife has specific time of year for migration
and breeding, humans could take advantage of that period of
time and enjoy the site. The creation of the wildlife corridor in the
urban environment will have a much larger impact than simply
providing paths for wildlife to migrate. It will increase biodiversity
and strengthen the ecosystem. It will also make humans realize
that they can coexist with wildlife and make the existence of
wildlife so clear that humans could not keep ignoring the
important role that wildlife is playing.
Through the process of researching and case studies from my
thesis, I realize that there are still a number of opportunities that
lie within the urbanized area and have great potential to be
transformed into corridors that link among fragmented habitats.
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